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FOUE LETTBES ADDEBSSBD TO JOHN DICKINSON. 

[The following interesting letters from Thomas Willing and D r Ben- 
jamin Bush to John Dickinson, are copied from the originals in the 
Manuscript Collection of The Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

Thursday Mora 8 . 
Dear Sir : — 

A Matter is to be brought on the Carpet this Morn 8 w h I 
think must be highly disagreeable to you; it was moved for 
yesterday & a Committee ordered to report this Morn 8 & 
from the Complexion of the Committee chosen, I fear we 
shall want every help to avoid it. All your friends wish 
for your presence & none more than your obliged 

hum. Serv' 

T. Willing. 

The Old Question respect 8 Cannada — its not safe to say 
more — but come to the Congress I beseech you y* Morn 8 . 

Dear Sir : — 

Upon conversing with several of your friends since 2 
o'Clock yesterday I find the fullest proof of Keed's highly 
disapproving of the Cons" of Pennsylvania. Col. Miles is 
willing (he says) to swear that he heard him disapprove of 
it fully or strongly while he was President, and all the Re- 
publicans who were threatned & bullied by him at a Meeting 
at the new tavern (where he convened them expressly for 
the purpose of proving that he had not altered his mind 
respecting the Constitution, but that he still thought of it & 
disliked it as much as they did) will declare in support of 
your general & last assertion. Mr. Nixon and Sharp De- 
laney were both present on that occasion. 

Taking these facts into consideration one or two of your 
most judicious friends think you had better immediately re- 
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call that note from the printer in which you acknowledge 
a mistake. You may easily fix proofs upon him not only 
of a lie, but of the most pointed malice against you. 

Yours sincerely 

Tuesday Morning. Benj n Rush. 

His Excellency John Dickinson Esq* 

Philad a Feb. 16 1796 
My Dear Friend, 

Your friendly letter, with its entertaining enclosure came 
safe to hand at a moment when the care of the hospital, the 
labor of composing several new lectures upon a most diffi- 
cult subject viz. " the diseases of the mind," and the usual 
hurry of my private business, prevented my paying that at- 
tention to the proposed publication I wished. I have since 
looked over it, but not with the care I had proposed. The 
manner, the matter & the style are all equally interesting. 
It is calculated to arrest the running reader, and to awaken 
even the palled relish for moral and religious instruction. 
In this way only shall we counteract the infidel writers of the 
age. They seduce by the novelty of their manner, and bril- 
liancy of their style, much more than by their arguments, for 
these are generally overlooked, or soon forgotten. Paine's 
witty reflection upon the " drab-coloured dress &c" of the 
Quakers, is more universally remembered, and quoted than 
any thing else in his absurd and impious Age of Reason. 

I return you the manuscript agreeably to your request. I 
expect to have the pleasure of introducing it into the "World, 
when you have made the proposed additions. All your di- 
rections respecting the choice of a printer, capitals &c, shall 
be faithfully attended to. 

I rejoice to find the vigor of your talents, & benevolence 
still unimpaired. One of the Reformers who spent the 
evening of his life in composing books in defence of his prin- 
ciples, was requested by one of his friends to spare himself, 
and not to hasten his death by his severe studies. " "What," 
said the pious Champion for truth, " would you have my 
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Master come, and find me idle ?" May we both be actuated 
by a similar disposition to bring forth fruit in our old age ! 

I am now preparing a work for the press to be entitled, 
" An attempt to explain sundry passages in the old & new 
Testament; by the principles of Medicine, & the laws of the 
Animal Oeconomy." It will contain many new arguments 
in favor of Christianity, and will I hope render Infidelity, 
at least, among Physicians as much a mask of ignorance, as 
it is of impiety, or immorality. Should it please God to 
bless this work to the benefit of any of his creatures, I shall 
be thankful. What an honor to be employed by Him in any 
way, but chiefly in promoting the knowledge, the love, and 
the future enjoyment of himself. 

My most respectful compliments await Mrs. Dickinson, 
and my old acquaintance Miss Sally who I hear is wise in 
the things which are to be hereafter, as well as in human 
affairs. Miss Maria I hear is a fine sprightly girl, but as yet 
she says " no Quaker." 

How I long to spend an afternoon or evening in the So- 
ciety of your amiable family, in which I have been more 
happy than in any family in the country except my own ! 

My dear Mrs. Rush joins in love to all your fireside, with 
my D r friend 

Yours very 

affectionately 

Benj n Rush. 
My Dear Friend, 

The additions and alterations to the " Fragment," to which 
you refer in your letter of yesterday, were received, and put 
immediately afterwards into the hands of Mr. Tho" Dobson. 

D r Priestley is now delivering a course of Sermons in our 
City upon the external wideness of Christianity. He has 
exhibited in the most striking manner, the superiority of the 
Jewish & Christian revelations over the pagan religions in 
principles, in morals, and in ceremonial institutions. Next 
week he purposes to shew the truth of Christianity from 
the miracles which accompanied its establishment. I men- 
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tioned to him a few days ago your zeal in the cause to which 
his late Sermons have been devoted. He was delighted with 
the information, and expressed a desire to he acquainted 
with you. I have promised him that pleasure, the next 
time he visits Wilmington. Upon all subjects (two or three 
in divinity excepted) you will harmonize with him. I have 
never met with so much knowledge, accompanied with so 
much simplicity of manners. You will be charmed with 
him. 

Adieu. From my D 1 friend 

Yours sincerely 

Benj n Rush. 
Philad a , 
April 5, 1796. 



